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LSON, of M&ssachusetts, said: | 
Presipent:~ The first Congress under 
nstitution/of the United States was sum- 
the baatduietion of questions of tran- 
uportance, which excited the pro- 
of the nation and of the statesmen 
e. Hildreth, in his History of the 
tes, tells us that, “ of all the questions 
atthisisession, none produced so much 
nt as one started towards the close of 
ting the permanent seat of the Federal 
{.” The Hastern States would have 
nt to retain the seat of government 
of New York, where the Continental 
ad established it ; but Pennsylvania’ 
win it back to Philadelphia, and 
nd, Virginia, and the Carolinas sought 

m the banks of the Potomac. The 
f the Hast, supported by Pennsylva- 
ing to conciliate the dissatisfied mem- 
South, proposed to fix the permanent 
vernment on the Susquehanna, but 
sition was sternly and violently op- 
| they were told by even the moderate 
hat “if that day’s proceedings had 
n, Virginia would never have rati- 
stitution.” 


f government in a district ten miles 
joining Philadelphia, failed through 
ing opposition and manifest dissatis- 
f the men of the South. Thus the | 
1789 was stirred to its profoundest 
.e absorbing question, whether the 
ital should be located on the banks 
ware, the Susquehanna, or the Po- 
se conflicting claims of sections and 
defeated, in 1789, all propositions 
ion of the seat of the national Capi- 
; the next-session, in 1790, a bargain, 


the assumption of the State debis, 
ead of Hamilton and, Morris, and 
mbers of Virginia, by whithotas House 
esentatives, after taking the yzas an’ 
rieen times, determined, by q vote, of 
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ILL To ABOLISH SLAVERY IN THE. District or CoLuMmBia, INTRODUCED BY Him Dr- 
‘ots, 18¢1, ReverreD To tHe DisrRicr CoOMMITTEN, AND REPORTED BACK WITH 


Qj wtermnes 


thirty-two to twenty-nine, to locate the perma- 
nent Capital of the Republic on the banks of 
the Potomac. This victory over the North, won 
by the skill and determination of the statesmen 
of the South, placed the permanent Capital of 
the new Republic on soil polluted by the foot- 
steps of bondmen. 
leaders of Southern sentiment and opinion has 
cast its malign influences over the policy of the 
national Government. Here, for two genera- 
tions, the statesmen of republican and Christian 
America have been surrounded by an atmos- 
phere tainted by the breath of the slave, and by 
the blinding and perverting imfluences of the 
social life of slaveholding society. sa 
The Constitution gave Congress the .“ power 


to exercise exclusive legislation, in all cases 
whatsoever,” over the ceded ten milessquare — 


we call the District of Columbia. Instead of 
providiag a code of humane, equal, and uniform 
laws for the government of the capital of a 
Christian nation, Congress enacted, in 1801, 
that the laws of Maryland and Virginia, as they 
then stood, should be in force on the north and 
south sides of the Potomac. By this act the 
inhuman and barbarous, the indecent and vul- 
gar colonial slave codes of Maryland and Vir- 
ginia became the laws of republican America 
for the government of its chosen Capital. By 
this act of national legislation the people of 
Christian America began the first year of the 
nineteenth century by accepting, re-affirming, 
and re-enacting, for the government. of their 
Capital, the colonial legislation enacted for the 


government of the wild hordes of Africa, which 
the colonial and commercial policy of England 


forced upon Maryland and Virginia. 
The national Government, by re-enacting 


the slave codes of the ceding States for the 


government of the ceded territory, accepted as 
its creed the wicked dogma that color, in the 


national Capital, is presumptive evidence of sla-_ 


very. In 1827 the Committee for the District 
of Columbia, in the House of Representatives, 
apatetie @ that “in phis,District, as in all slave- 
helding States ia the Union, the legal presump- 
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This early victory of the © 


tion is, that persons of color going at large. 
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without any evidences of their freedom are ab- 
sconding slaves, and prima facie liable to all 
the legal provisions applicable to that class of 

ersons.” The committee state that, in that 
part of; the District ceded by Virginia, “a free 
negro may be arrested and put in jail for three 
months on suspicion of being a fugitive; he is 
then to be hired out to pay his jail fees; and 
if he does not prove his freedom within twelve 
months he is to be sold as a slave.” In the 
territory ceded by Maryland, the committee say 
that “if a free man of color should be appre- 
hended as a runaway, he is subjected to the 
payment of all fines and rewards given by law 
for apprehending runaways, and upon failure 
to make such payment is liable to be sold as a 
slave.” “The legal presumption” that persons 
of color are “ absconding slaves,” that, if ar- 
rested as runaways, they are ‘“ subjected tothe 
payment ofall fines and rewards given by law for 
apprehending runaways,” that, failing to pay 
such “ fines and rewards,” they are‘ liable to be 
sold as slaves,” are the recognized doctrines in 
the national Capital of this democratic Republic. 
For two generations has Christian America 
recognized in her Capital the wicked and guilty 
dogma that color is legal presumption that man, 
whom God made, and for whom Christ died, 
walking the earth in the pride of conscious 
manhood, is an “absconding slave,’ to be 
“apprehended as a runaway,” “ subjected to 
the payment of fines and rewards,” or “ to be 
sold as a slave to pay jail fees.” 

Clothed, Mr. President, with the authority 
of legislation by the national Government, the 
corporation of Washington, not content with 
this monstrous legal presumption, that color is 
evidence of slavery, enacted onthe 31st of May, 
1827, that 


“hivery negro and mulatto found residing in the city of 
Washington, who shall not be able to establish his or her 
title to freedom, shall be committed to the jail of the county 
of Washington as absconding slaves. ?? 

Tn what age of the world, in what land under 
the whole heavens, can you find any enact- 
meént of equal atrocity to this iniquitous and 
profligate statute—this “legal presumption” 
that color is evidence that man, made in the 
image of God, is an “ absconding slave ?” 

_ This monstrous doctrine, abhorrent to every 
manly impulse of the heart, to every Christian 
sentiment of the soul, to every deduction of hu- 
man reason, which the refined, humane, and 
Christian people of America have upheld for 
two genergtions, which the corporation of 
Washington enacted into an imperative ordi- 
nance, has borne its legitimate fruits of injus- 
tice and inhumanity, of dishonor and shame. 
‘Crimes against man, in the name of this ab- 
horred doctrine, have been annually perpetra: 
ted in this national Capital, which should make | 
the people of Americae-hang ‘their? hoads if 
shame before the nationsy and m abasement 
before that Being who keeps watch .and ward 
over the humblest of the children ofanéne Men 
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| the District, and he was soon after shipped at Alex: 


/Soma begevolent thaltiduals to have the sale post 









and women of African descent, no ma 
what State they were born, no meter ° 
rights and privileges they possessed vnde 
laws and institutions of the States front wh 
‘they came, have annually been seized, im 
oned, fined, and sometimes sold into per 
servitude. ‘praia Sean 
This doctrine, that color is presumptive ¢ 
dence of slavery — this ordinance, consignin 
its victims to imprisonment, offers a temptin 
bribe to the base, the selfish, the unprinciple 
to become man-stealers and kidnappers. Th 
bribe has converted Government officials, ju 
tices of the peace, constables, and police off 
cers into manufacturers of slaves. This bri 
has annually filled your jail with its victim 
making it the workshop where the selfish, th 
base, the ignoble have plied their trade in th 
souls and bodies of men. Hundreds, ay, thor 
sands of men of African descent have bee 
seized, arrested, imprisoned, since the Distri: 
of Columbia became the seat of the nation: 
Capital. In January, 1829, the United State 
Marshal, in a letter addressed to the Committ 
of the House of Representatives for the Di 
trict of Columbia, reported that in the thre 
years from the Ist of January, 1826, to a 
of January, 1829, one hundred and seventy; 
nine persons in Washington and Georgetow. 
were arrested and committed to prison as. al 




































sconding slaves. Of this number, twenty-si 
proved themselves to be free, and, being fortu 
nate enough to pay jail fees, were discharg é 
Six of these persons were sentenced by th 
jailor, without trial, and sold as slaves, and th 
proceeds pocketed by the Marshal of the Unite 
States. Mr. Miner, of Pennsylvania, in’ 
speech in the House of Representatives, - 
1829, states that “a black man was taken u 
in August, 1821, and imprisoned as a runawa 
four hundred and five days. In this time, v 
min, disease, and misery had deprived him « 
the use of his limbs. He was rendered a eriy 
ple for life, and finally discharged, as Hh | 
would buy him.” More than one thousand o 
the citizens of the District of Columbia, on th 
24th of March, 1828, in a memorial to Cor 
gress, declared “that it was not alone fron 
the rapacity of slave traders that the colore: 
race in this. District were doomed ta suffer 
that the laws sanction and direct a procedur 
unparalleled in glaring injustice by anyth 
among the Governments of Christendo. 
They state that-in the summer of 1827— 


‘©A colored man, who stated that he was entitled 1 
dom, was taken up as a runaway slave, and lodged in t 
jail of Washington city. He was advertised; but no on 
appearing to claim him, he was, according to law, put u 
at public auction for the payment of his jail fees , and sol 
as a slave for life! He was purchased by a slave » 
who was not required to give security for his remain 
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for one of. the, southern States. An attempt was m 


undilthis ¢l@iit to freedem could be investigated ; but 1 
‘eflbrts aneré "mavailingy; and thus was a human being 
into perpetual bondage, at the capital of the freest Gover: 
MeAt or earth, without even a pretence of trial or an alk 
gabroy of crime,” a 







_ The men of New England, New York, and 
Pennsylvania of that generation were responsi- 
ole before God for that deed of inhumanity. 

| But, sir, we of this age in America are not 
guiltless of like enormities. Senators will re- 
member that, when Congress assembled in De- 
beember last, we found nearly sixty human be- 
ings immured in our jail, under the authority 
pean marshal and his officials, as fugitive 





slaves, and that of this number one man, ad- 
‘mitted by all to be free, had been confined more 
than six months. Colored men of the free 
States, who have come with northern regiments 
\to the defence of the national Capital, have been 
‘seized and imprisoned in our jail as runaways 
\by constables, and by that race of man-stealers, 
the legitimate offspring of this doctrine that 
color is presumptive evidence of slavery. Men 
‘who have escaped from the camps of armed 
‘treason, who have given our military command- 
ers important intelligence of the movements of 
rebel forces, appearing in the streets of Wash- 
ington, are pounced upon, seized, and thrust 
into jail by the creatures who see “slave” writ- 
ten on the forehead of every man through whose 
veins courses a drop of African blood. In this 
national Capital lurks a race of official and un- 
official man-hunters, greedy, active, vigilant, 
dexterous, ever ready, by falsehood, trickery, or 
violence, to clutch the hapless black man who 
Carries not with him a title-deed to freedom. 
Only a few days ago, these harpies of the land, 
more merciless than the wreckers of the seas, 
pounced upon and hurried to your jail two 
men your officers in the field had sent to Wash- 
ington to give important intelligence to your 
generals. For these deeds of inhumanity and 
injustice, the intelligent, patriotic, and Christian 
freemen of America are responsible before man 
and before God! And if we, their representa- 
tives, who now for the first time have the power, 
do not end these crimes against man forever, 
the guilt and shame will rest upon our souls, 
and we shall be consigned to the moral indig- 
nation of Christendom. 

_ Justice to a wronged and oppressed race de- 
mands that this corrupt and corrupting doc- 
twine, that color is presumptive evidence of 
slavery in the Capital of the Republic, shall be 
condemned, disowned, repudiated by the Gov- 
ernment of the United States. For two gene- 
rations it has pressed with merciless force upon 
a race who mingled their blood with the blood 
of our fathers on the stricken fields of the War 
of Independence. In those days of trial, black 
men, animated by the same mighty impulse, 
fought side by side with our fathers, to win for 
America a place among the nations. They 
rallied at the tap of the drum on the morning 
of the 19th of April, 1775, to meet the shock of 
the first battle of the Revolution. They poured 
their unerring shots into the bosom of the 
veteran troops of England, as they moved up 
the slopes of Bunker Hill. They met, and 
three times by their steady valor repulsed, 
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}nor punishes the wrongdoer. 


A ye na Mie” 


the charges of British veterans on the batile 


field of Rhode Island, which La Fayette pro- 


nounced “the best fought battle of the Revolu- 
tion.” They fought and fell by the side of Led- 
yard, at Fort Griswold. They shared in the 


glorious defence and victory of Red Bauk, 


which will live in our history as long as the 
Delaware shall flow by the spot made immortal 
by their valor. They endured with our fathers, 
uncomplainingly, the toils and privations of the 
battle-fields and bivouacks of the seven years’ 
campaigns of the Revolution, from Lexington 
to Yorktown, to found in America a Govern- 
ment which should recognize the rights of hu- 
man nature. Jor more than sixty years, un- 
mindful of their rights and ungrateful for their 
services in our hour of weakness, we have recog- 
nized in the Capital of the nation the wicked 
and insulting dogma which writes “slave” on 
the brow of all who inherit their blood. Let 
us of this age hasten to atone for this great 
wrong, by erasing that word from the brow of 
this proscribed race here, and making man- 
hood, here at least, forever hereafter, presump- 
tive evidence of freedom. . 
By the act of the 27th of February, 1801, 
Congress continued in force in this capital the 
statute of Maryland, enacted in 1717, that— 
“(No free negro or mulatto shall be admitted and received 
as good and valid evidence in law, in any matter or thing 


whatsoever, wherein any Christian white person is con- 
cerned,?? ‘ 


This statute, enacted nearly a hundred and 
fifty years ago, re-enacted by Congress on the 
27th of Webruary, 1801, is the law in the Capi- 
tal of this nation that professes to recognize 
the sublime creed of human equality. This 
law places the property, the liberties, the lives 
of twelve thousand free persons of color in the 
District of Columbia atthe mercy of the avari- 
cious, the violent, and the abandoned. It puts 
in peril the rights of property and of person of 
every free colored man whose feet shall press 
the soil of the District of Columbia. Here the 
oath of the black man affords no protection 
whatever to his property, to the fruits of his 
toil, to the personal rights of himself, his wife, 
his children, or his race. Greedy avarice may 
withhold from him the fruits of his toil, or 
clutch from him his little acquisitions ; the 
brutal may visit upon him, his wife, his 
children, insults, indignities, blows; the kid- 
napper may enter his dwelling and steal from 
his hearthstone his loved ones; the assassin 
many hover on his track, imperiling his house- 
hold; every outrage that the depravity of man 
can visit upon his brother man may be perpe- 
trated upon him, upon his family, his race; 
but his oath upon the Evangelists of Almighty 
God, though his name may be written in the 
Book of Life, neither protects him from wrong 
: This Christian 
nation, in solemn mockery, enacts that the free 
black men of America shall not bear testimony 
in the judicial tribunals of «the District of Co- 
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lumbia. Although the black man is thus mute 
and dumb before the judicial tribunals of the 
Capital of Christian America, his wrongs we will 
not have righted here will go up to a higher 
tribunal, where the oath of the proscribed negro 
is heard, and his story registered by the pen of 
the recording angel. 

What wrongs, what outrages, may not be per- 
petrated upon a race of men, where “ color is le- 
gal presumption of slavery,” where they “ may 
be arrested ag absconding slaves,” where their 
oath cannot be received as “good and valid 
evidence in law,” where “ every person seizing 
and taking up runaways shall receive two hun- 
dred pounds of tobacco, or the value thereof,” 
where, “if any‘slave strikes a white person, he 
may, upon the oath of the person go struck, 
have one of his ears cropped?’’? What wrongs, 
what outrages may not be perpetrated upon a 
race, where, upon ‘‘information to any justice 
of the peace that any free negro or mulatto is 
going at large without any visible means of 
subsistence, such justice is required to issue his 
warrant to any constable, directing him to ap- 
prehend such free negro or mulatto; and if 
such free negro or mulatto shall fail to give se- 
curity for his good behavior, or to leave the 
State within five days, or if, after leaving the 
State, he shall return again within six months, 
such justice may commit said free negro or 
mulatto to the common jail; and if such of- 
fender so committed shall not, within twenty 
days thereafter, pay his or her prison charges, 
the sheriff, with the approbation of any two 
justices of the peace, may sel! such free negro 
or mulatto to serve six calendar months?” 

The wrongs, the outrages, the enormities, 
which the cupidity, the dark passions of the 
sordid and the base have visited for the last 
‘Sixty years upon the unoffending and the help- 
less, under these laws of Maryland, reaffirmed by 
the Congress of the United States, will never 
be known until the secrets of the last day are 
revealed. 

Congress, in 1820, gave to the corporation of 

Washington “ power and authority to restrain 
and prohibit the nightly and other disorderly 
meetings of slaves, tree negroes, and mulattoes, 
and to punish such slaves by whipping, not 
exceeding forty stripes, or by imprisonment, 
‘not exceeding six months for any one offense ; 
‘and to punish such free negroes and mulattoes 
‘by penalties, not exceeding twenty dollars for 
_ any one offense ; and in case of the inability of 
any free negro or mulatto to pay any such pen- 
alty and costs thereon, to cause him or her to 
be confined to labor for any time not exceeding 
‘six calendar months; to prescribe the terms 
and conditions upon which free negroes and 
mulattoes may reside in the city; to punish 
corporally any colored servant or slave for a 
‘breach of any of their laws or ordinances ;” 
“and to pass all laws which shall be deemed 
necessary and proper for carrying into execu- 
tion the powers vested by this act in the said 













corporation.” Clothed by the Federal Govern 
ment with this power of legislation, the corpo 
ration of Washington have passed ordinance 
relating to persons of color, bond and free 
more oppressive, more inhuman, more degrad 
ing than the colonial black eode of Ma yl md 
which Congress re-affirmedin 1801. 4 
By an ordinance passed on the 31st of May, 
1827, the corporation of the city of Washing 
ton enacted that — yA hatig ik 
‘Tf any free colored person is found going at large after 
ten o’clock at night without a pass from some respectable 
citizen, he shall be fined not exceeding ten dollars, and 
locked up until morning,’ ine. eee 
This act, often executed upon honest, toiling 
men and women whose callings or duties re- 
quire them to enter the streets after that hour, 
is profligate, burdensome, oppressive. Offici- 
als, who too often look upon the black race as 
the prey of avarice and passion, under color of 
this enactment, seize their victims going to or 
returning from their lawful callings. . Since I 
have held a seat in the Senate I have known 
colored men, trusted and employed by the Goy- 
ernment, while quietly hastening to their homes 
after ten o’clock from their duties in the public 
service, to be arrested under color of this ordi- 
nance. An ordinance so oppressive, so bar- 
barous, should be annulled by the Congress of 
the United States. ele 
On the 29th of October, 1836, the corpora- 
tion of the city of Washington enacted that— 
‘** Free colored persons must exhibit to the Mayor satis- 
factory evidence of his or her title to freedom, and enter 
into bond with five good and sufficient sureties, in the pen- 
alty of $1,000, for the good and orderly conduct of his or 
her entire fa:nily, the bond to berenewed every year ; and 
on failure so to do, may be fined twenty dollars, and sent 
to the workhouse.”? ; ae 
A statute like this, which requires every free 
colored person to furnish the Mayor of the city 
of Washington evidence of his or her title to 
freedom, and to give bonds annually for 
his or her orderly conduct, and failing so 
to do, to be sent to the workhouse, places ten. 
thousand free persons of color at the mercy of 
the corporation officials of this city, who may 
exercise, under color of this law, the most op- 
pressive acts of petty tyranny. i EY 
On the 29th of October, 1836, the corpo 
tion of the city of Washington, under the ¢ 
thority conferred upon it by the Governmer 
of the United States, enacted that— = 
‘¢ All secret or private meetings or assemblages whatso-. 
ever, and all meetings for religious worship, beyond the 
hour of ten at night, of free negroes, mulattoes, or slaves, 
are declared to be unlawful; and any colored person or 
persons found at such assemblages or meetings, or who may 
continue at any religious meeting, after ten o’clock at night, 
shall for each offence pay the sum of five dollars ; node ' 
the event of any such meeting or assemblage, it Presi 
the duty of any police constable to enter the house where 
such assemblage is held, and employ all lawful means im: 
mediately to disperse the same; and in case any. police 
constable, after full notice and knowledge of such meeting, 
shall neglect or refuse to execute the duty hereby require 
he shall forfeit and pay the sum of fifty dollars, and be 
capable of holding any office of power or trust under-the 
corporation for one year thereafter.’? SPN 
The Christian men of New England, of th 
central States, of the West, must not forge 
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lithat they are not free from responsibility for 
the existence, in their national Capital, of a 
‘statute which imposes a fine of five dollars 
upon Christian men and women who may be 
‘found in a religious meeting after the hour of 
ten o'clock at night; that in the Capital of this 
‘Christian Republic it is made the duty of po- 
'liee constables, under penalties of fine and dis- 
_franchizement, to enter a religious meeting af- 
ter the hour of ten at night and disperse Chris- 
‘tian men and women listening to the story of 
| salvation, or offering up to Him who made the 
humblest of the race in His own image, the 
| praises and gratitude of contrite hearts. 

On the 28th of July, 1831, the corporation of 
the city of Washington passed an ordinance 
“ empowering the Mayor to grant any person 
'@ license to trade and traffic in slaves for the 
gum of $400.” This ordinance legalized in the 
| national Capital the revolting slave trade, which 
had dishonored the District of Columbia from 
the day it had been selected as the seat of the 
Federal Government. The grand jury of Alex- 
' andria, as early as 1802, had presented these 
« dealers in the persons of our fellow-men, who 
exposed their victims, loaded-with chains, in the 








| public streets.” In 1816 Judge Morell, of the 
| circuit court of the United States, in his charge 
| to the grand jury, declared that “the frequency 


with which the streets of the city had been 


| 


crowded with manacled captives, sometimes on 
the Sabbath, could not fail to shock the feelings 
of all humane persons.” John Randolph, in the 
‘same year, denounced this traffic in slaves “as 
inhuman and illegal.” The Alexandria Ga- 
wette, in. 1827, denounced this “traffic which 
filled the streets not unfrequently by men, 





women, and children, handcuffed and chained 
together.” In 1828, more than one thousand 


of the citizens of the District of Columbia im- 
_ plored Congress “to suppress a traffic disgraceful 


‘and demoralizing in its effects;” and in 1829, 
the grand jury of Washington made a commu- 
‘nication to Congress, in which they declared 
(that “the whole community would be gratified 


© by the interference of Congress for the suppres- 


sion of these receptacles and the exclusion of 
this disgusting traffic from the District.” The 
Washington Spectator, in 1830, indignantly de- 
nounced the “processions so often seen in the 
‘streets of Washington, of human beings hand- 
cuffed in pairs or chained in couples,” wending 
their way to the slave ships which were to bear 
them to the distant South. Yet this traffic, de- 
‘pounced by judges and grand jurors, citizens 
and presses, was legalized in 1831 by the cor- 
* steapae of the city of Washington; and Wil- 
fiams, Birch, Neal, Kephart, Richards, Frank- 
lin, and Amfield polluted the capital of the 
nation with this brutalizing traffic, under the 
‘sanction of law, until it was made illegal by 
‘the legislation of 1850. 
The corporation of the city of Washington, 
from'1829 to 1841, enacted cruel’ and brutal 
laws for the punishment of slaves within the 
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at night, 
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limits of the city. I quote from these brutal 
and bloody laws these enactments : 

‘Tf a slave break a street lamp, he shall be punished by 
whipping on the bare back.’”? 

‘“‘Tfany slave tiesa horse to any ofthe trees on any of 
the public grounds in the city of Washington, he shall be 
punished by whipping on the bare back.’? 

“Tfany slave wilfully injures any dwelling-house,orany , 
of the appendages thereof, he or she shall be punished by 
whipping on his or her bare back, not exceeding thirty-nine 
stripes.’ 

“ Any slave offending against any of the laws regulating 
the public markets, shall be punished with not less than 
five nor more than twenty lashes on his or her bare back.’? 

“Tf any slave sets on fire in any open ground or lot any 
straw or shavings, between the setting and the rising of the - 
sun, whereby a false alarm of fire may be created, he shall 
be whipped, not exceeding thirty-nine Jashes.’? 

‘“‘ If any slave sets offany fire-crackers within one hun- 
dred yards of any dwelling house, he shall be punished by 
whipping, not exceeding thirty-nine stripes.’’ 

Do Senators believe that there can be found 
in the laws and ordinances of any Ohristian 
nation on the globe enactments so brutal, de- 
grading, inhuman, indecent ? It is time these 
bloody statutes for lashing men and lashing 
women should be obliterated from the laws and 
ordinances of the capital city of the Republic. 

The acts of Congress of March 3, 1805, and 
March 3, 1809, confirmed to the corporation of 
Georgetown all the rights, powers and privi- 
lexes theretofore granted to the corporation by 
the General Assembly of Maryland, among 
which was the power to “pass, make, and ordain 
all laws necessary to take up, fine, imprison, or 
punish any and all vagrants, loose and disor- 
derly persons, free negroes, and persons having 
no visible means of support.” Under this an- 
thority of Congress the corporation of George- 
town enacted that every free black or mulatto 
person who should come to Georgetown to 
reside should exhibit to the mayor satisfactory 
evidence of freedom, and enter into bonds for 
good conduct. On the 22d of August, 1845, 
the corporation of Georgetown passed an ordi- 
nance prohibiting, under the penalty of thirty- 
nine lashes for slaves and thirty days’ imprison- 
ment for free colored persons, all assemblages 
by day cr night of black or colored persons, 
except religious meetings conducted by white 
men and terminated before half-past nine o’clock 
From 1827 to 1845, while slavery in 
America was in the zenith of its power, the 
corporation of the city of Georgetown passed 
many ordinances hardly less brutal, degrading, 
and indecent than the statutes of the metropolis 
of the Republic. These colonial statutes of 
Maryland, reaffirmed by Congress in 1801, these 
ordinances of Washington and Georgetown 
sanctioned in advance by the authority of the 
Federal Government, stand this day unrepealed. 
Such laws and ordinances should not be per- 
mitted longer to insult the reason, pervert the 
moral sense, or offend the taste of the people 
of America. Any people mindful of the de- 
cencies of life would not longer permit such 
enactments to linger before the eye of civilized 
man. Slavery is the prolific mother of those 
monstrous enactments. Bid slavery disappear 
from the District of Columbia, and it will take 


along with it this whole brood of brutal, vulgar, 
and indecent statutes. 

In spite, however, of these oppressive and 
cruel enactments, which have pressed with mer- 
ciless force upon the black race, bond and 
free, slavery, for more than half a century, has 
grown weaker, and the free colored stronger, 
at every decade. Within the last half century, 
the free colored population of the District of 
Columbia has increased from four to twelve 
thousand. In spite of the degrading influences 


_ of oppressive statutes, and a perverted public | 


sentiment, this free colored population, as’ it 
has increased in numbers has increased also 
in property, in churches, schools, and all the 
means of social, intellectual, and moral devel- 
opment. This despised race, upon which we 
are wont to look down with emotions of pity if 
not of contempt or of hate, are industrious and 


law-abiding, loyal to the Government and its. 


institutions. ‘To-day the free colored men of 
the District of Columbia possess hundreds of 
thousands of dollars of property, the fruits of 
years of honest toil; they have twelve churches, 
costing some seventy-five thousand dollars, and 
eight schools for the instruction of their child- 
ren. ‘They are compelled to pay for the sup- 
port of public schools for the instruction of the 
white children, from which their own children 
are excluded by law, custom, and public opin- 
ion. Some of these free colored men are dis- 
tinguished for intelligence, business capacity, 
and the virtues that grace and adorn men of 
every race. Some of these men have in pos- 
session considerable property, real and per- 
sonal. If Senators will go to the office of this 
city where deeds are recorded, they will find 
there recorded a mortgage deed, dated the 30th 
of January, 1858, in favor of Alfred Lee, a 
colored man of this District, to secure a debt 
of $12,000, signed by two Senators of the 
United States and their wives. One of those 
Senators, signing a mortgage deed to secure to 
a colored man of this District a loan of 
$12,000, is a member of the Senate to-day ; 
the other now sleeps on the shores of Lake 
Michigan, in the city and State of his adop- 
tion. * SS Kia 

This bill proposes to strike the chains from 
the limbs of three thousand bondmen in the 
District of Columbia, to erase the word “ slave” 
from their foreheads, to convert them from 
personal ‘chattels into free men, to lift. them 
from the degradation of personal servitude to the 
Vignity and responsibilities of manhood, to place 
them in the ranks of free colored men, to per- 
form with them the duties and bear with them 
the responsibilities of life. This bill, if it shall 
become law, will simply take three thousand 
men from humiliating and degrading servitude 
and add them to the twelve thousand free col- 


ored men of this District, to be absorbed in 


that mass of industrious and law-abiding pop- 
ulation, The passage of this bill by the Con- 
gress of the United States will not, cannot, 
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disturb for a moment the peace, the order, the 
security of society. Its passage will excite ir 
the bosoms of the enfranchized not wrath not 
hatred nor revenge, but love, joy, and gratituc 
These enfranchized bondmen.will be weleon 
by the free colored population with bound 
hearts, throbbing with gratitude to God for: 
spiring the nation with the justice and the 
courage to strike the chains from the limbs of | 
their neighbors, friends, relatives, brothers, and 

lifting from their own shoulders the burdens 


imposed upon them by the necessities, the 
passions, and the pride of slave-holding so-— 
ciety. Pane i 
This bill, to give liberty to the bondman, 
deals justly, aye, generously, by the master. The 
American people, whose moral sense has been 
outraged by slavery and the black codes enacted 
in the interests of slavery in the District of 
Columbia, whose fame has been soiled and 
dimmed by the deeds of cruelty perpetrated in 
their national Capital, would stand justified in 
the forum of nations if they should’smite the 
fetter from the bondman, regardless of the de- 
sires or interests of the master. With generous 
magnanimity this bill tenders compensation to 
the master out of the earnings of the toiling 
freemen of America. In the present condition — 
of the country the proposed compensation is 
full, ample, equitable. mE 
But the Senator from Kentucky [Mr. Davis] 
raises his warning voice against the passage of 
this measure of justice and beneficence. He 
assumes to speak like one having authority. He 
is positive, dogmatic, emphatic, and prophetic, 
He repeatedly assures the Senate that he gave 
utterance to what he knew, that his warnings 
and predictions were infallible prophecies. 
The Senator predicted in excited, if not angry 
tones, that the passage of this bill, giving free-— 
dom to three thousand bondmen, will bring 
into this District beggary and, crime ; that the - 
“liberated negroes will become a sore, a bur: 
den, and a charge ;” that “they will be crimi- 
nals ;” that “ they will become paupers.;” that. 
“they will be engaged in ,erimes and petty 
misdemeanors ;” that ‘they will become ¢ 
charge and a pest upon this society.” The Sen- 
ator emphatically declared, “I know what I 
talk about!” “TIT speak from what I know!” 
Assured, confident, defiant, the Senator asserts — 
that “ a negro’s idea of freedom is freedom from — 
work;” that after they acquire their freedom 
they become “ lazy,” ‘‘ indolent,” “ thriftless,” — 
‘“worthless,” “ineflicient,” “ vicious,” “ vaga- 
bonds.” Nie Tabicaal 
The Senator from Kentucky, who speaks — 
with so much assurance, may have the right 
to speak in these terms of emancipated slaves — 
in Kentucky; but he has no authority so to 
speak of the twelve thousand free colored men — 
of the District of Columbia. One sixth part 
of the population of this District are free per-— 
sons of color. Under the weight of oppressive — 
laws and a public opinion poisoned by slavery, — 
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w, their kindly charities to each other, estab- 

eda character above such reproaches as 
e Senator from Kentucky applies to emanci- 
dbondmen. Asa class, the free colored 
people of this District are not worthless, 
cious, thriftless, indolent, vagabonds, crimi- 
, paupers, nor are they a charge and’a pest 
gon this society. The Senator from Ken- 
| tueky, sir, has no right to apply to them these 
‘disparaging epithets. Do they not support 
| themselves by their industry and thrift? Do 
‘they not support their own churches? Do 
they not support their own schools? Do they 
‘not also support schools for the education of 
“white children, from which their own are ex- 
| dluded? Do they not care for their sick and 
‘their dying? Do they not bury their dead free 
of public charge? What right, then, has the 
Senator from Kentucky to come into this 
| Chamber and attempt to deter us from execut- 
| ing this act of emancipation, by casting unde- 
| served reproaches upon th® free colored popu- 
Tation of the District? Their condition this 
day demonstrates the utter absurdity of the 
doctrines and prophecies so oracularly an- 
| nounced by the Senator: from Kentucky. 
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simple proposition to emancipate in the 
| tional Capital three thousand bondmen,. 
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2? Does suppose: t 
' the representatives of American freemen, will 
cowardly shrink from the performance of the 
duties of the hour before these dogmatic avowals 
_ of what the men and the women of the slavehold- 
ing States will do? Sir, I tell the Senator from 
Kentucky that the day has passed by in the 
‘Senate of the United States for intimidation, 
threat, or menace, from the champions of 
slavery. — 
I would remind the Senator from Kentucky 
‘that the people, whose representatives we are, 
now realize in the storms of battle that slavery 
‘is, and must ever be, the relentless and unap- 
4 tae enemy of free institutions in America, 
of the unity and perpetuity of the Republic. 
'Slavery—perverting the reason, blinding the 
“conscience, extinguishing the patriotism of 
“yast masses of its supporters—plunged the na- 
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_| sibility, of “liberatin 


tthe exile or extermination of 


have by their industry, their obedience to | loyal people of America have seen hundreds of 


thousands of brave men abandon their peace- 
ful avocations, leave their quiet homes and 
their loved ones, and follow the flag of their 
country to the field, to doa soldier’s duties, 
and fill, if need be, soldiers’ graves,:in defence 
of their periled country ; they have seen them 
fall on fields of bloody strife beneath the folds 
of the national flag; they have seen them suf- 
fering, tortured by wounds or disease, in camps 
and hospitals ; they have seen them returning 
home maimed by shot or shell, or bowed with 
disease; they have looked with sorrowful 
hearts upon their passing coffins, and gazed 
sadly upon their graves among their kindred 
or in the land of the stranger; and they know 
—yes, sir, they know-—that slavery has caused 
all this blood, disease, agony, and death. Re- 
alizing all this—aye, sir, knowing all this, they 
are in no temper to listen to the threats or 
menaces of apologists or defenders of the 
wicked and guilty criminal that now stands 
with uplifted hand to strike a death blow to 
the national life. While the brave and loyal 
men of the Republic are facing its shots and 
shells on bloody “fields, their representatives 


will hardly quail before the frowns. and menaces 
‘ofits champions in these Chambers. 
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The Senatorfrom, Kentucky proposes by 
1s amendment to remove from the District, .., 
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‘eight hundr d ofher West India bond- 
men. There has been no conflict there between 


the races. Other Huropean nations have eman- 
cipated their colonial bondmen. No wars of 
races have grown out of those deeds of eman- 
cipation. One sixth part of the population of 
the District of Columbia are free colored per-. 
sons — emancipated slaves or the children of 
emancipated slaves. The existence of this 
numerous class of liberated slaves has not here 
established, “‘as inexorably as fate,” a conflict 
between the races. More than one sixth of the 
population of Delaware are free colored persons 
—emancipated slaves, or the descendants of 
emancipated slaves. The existence in Dela- 
ware of this larg class of emancipated slaves 
has not produced a war of races. The people 
of Delaware have never sought to hunt them 


‘tion into the fire and blood of rebellion, The | like beasts and exterminate them. One eighth 
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races rages on the soil of Maryland. No, sir; 
no! Emancipation does not inevitably lead to 
an exterminating war of races. In our country, 
the enfranchizement of the bondman has tended 
to elevate both races, and has been productive 
of peace, order, and public security. The doc- 
trines so confidently proclaimed by the Senator 
from Kentucky have no basis whatever to rest 
upon, either in reason or history. The Senate, 
I am sure, will not close the chapters of history 
which record the enfranchizement of bondmen, 
nor will they ignore the results of their own ex- 
perience and observation, under the influence 
of the positive, impassioned, and emphatic as- 
sertions of the Senator from Kentucky. 

This bill, Mr. President, for the release ot 
persons held to service or labor in the District 
of Columbia, and the compensation of loyal 
masters from the Treasury of the United States, 
was prepared after much reflection and some 
consultation with others. The committees on 
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of the population of Maryland are free men of |the District of Columbia in both Hous 
African’ descent. .No exterminating warfare of ; whom it was referred, have agreed to it, w 










few amendments calculated to carry ont more | 
completely its original purposes and provisions. — 
I trust that the bill, as it now stands, after the © 
adoption of the amendments proposed by the 
Senator from Maine [Mr. Moragit1] will speed- © 
ily pass, without any material modifications, | 
If it shall become the law of the land, it wall | 
blot out slavery forever from the national Capi- — 
tal, transform three thousand personal chattels — 
into freemen, obliterate oppressive, odious, and — 
hateful laws and ordinances, which press with — 
merciless forge upon persons, bond or free, of — 
African descent, and relieve the nation from — 
the responsibilities now pressing upon it. An 
act of beneficence like this will be hailed and : 
applauded by the nations, sanctified by justice, — 
humanity, and religion, by the approving voice — 
of conscience, and by the blessing of Him who 
bids us “ break every yoke, undo the heavy — 
burden, and let the oppressed go free.” 
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